MASTERCLASS PROGRAMME
30 April – 5 May 2019
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Class of 2018

ABOUT
Hellensmusic is a music festival that takes place every May in and around Hellens Manor,
Herefordshire. Its aims are threefold: to create opportunities for world-class musicians to collaborate
outside the concert circuit and explore new ideas; to provide a platform for talented music students
from all over the UK to learn from leading experts; and to bring great music to this corner of England,
inspiring local audiences.
Hellensmusic Masterclass Programme consists of six days of intense learning, with individual
masterclasses, chamber music classes and music improvisation sessions taught by the Festival’s
resident artists. The course culminates in two final concerts where students will have the opportunity
to perform some of the pieces they worked on during the week and play alongside their tutors in
chamber music ensembles.
Our aim is to create a rich and inspiring musical week that can fast-track meaningful learning. We
create a welcoming environment where everyone is warmly encouraged to explore, be curious and
enjoy music to the fullest. Beyond the masterclasses, students have the chance to engage with their
tutors at meals and breaks and can see them in action at rehearsals and performances. This provides a
unique opportunity for informal learning, which sets Hellensmusic apart from other short courses.

“An invaluable experience. I feel I gained so much knowledge from the tutors and learnt so much in
such a short time. It has been a wonderful, encouraging environment in which to learn”

THE TEAM
We are proud to have a team of resident artists who are not only acclaimed performers but also
committed and passionate teachers.
Christian Blackshaw Piano – Joint Artistic Director of Hellensmusic
Máté Szücs Viola – Joint Artistic Director of Hellensmusic, First Principal Viola of the Berlin
Philharmonic Orchestra
Markus Däunert Violin – Co-founder and former Concertmaster of Mahler Chamber Orchestra, Cofounder and Director of Aldeburgh Strings
Maya Iwabuchi Violin – Leader of the Royal Scottish National Orchestra, former Leader of the
Philharmonia Orchestra
Bruno Delepelaire Cello – First Principal Cello of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra
Matthew Hunt Clarinet – Solo Clarinetist of Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie Bremen, Member of
Ensemble 360
Olga Sitkovetsky Accompanist

For biographies please see pages 8-11.
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“The fact that the Festival isn’t too big was great, as it helped us to get to know each other better and cooperate
more successfully. I loved the moments when we met over the excellent food to have inspiring conversation.”

COURSE STRUCTURE
Over six days students will take part in a series of individual masterclasses, chamber music classes and
improvisation sessions. They will also have time to practice and rehearse together. There are four
pianos at Hellens and various spaces that are available for rehearsal at all times.
INDIVIDUAL MASTERCLASSES
Students will have two individual masterclasses during the week (four for pianists, who do not take
part in chamber music classes).
CHAMBER MUSIC MASTERCLASSES
A wonderful chance to play side by side with Máté Szücs, Markus Däunert, Maya Iwabuchi, Bruno
Delepelaire and Matthew Hunt. There will be three mixed ensembles with students and teachers, with
three classes (five hours) per group before the public performances on Sunday 5 May. Repertoire to be
sent in advance.
IMPROVISATION SESSIONS
Máté Szücs and Julien Quentin will encourage students to loosen up and explore music improvisation.
SUNDAY CONCERTS
To finish off the course, students will take the stage on Sunday 5 May for two concerts where they will
perform the solo and chamber repertoire they worked on during the week.
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“Meeting the musicians was incredible, one of the musical highlights of
my life. I learnt an enormous amount and was more inspired than ever.”

APPLICATION AND GENERAL INFORMATION
DATES AND COSTS
The course starts at 9am on Tuesday 30 April and finishes on Sunday 5 May 7pm, after the final
concert. Students are expected to arrive at Hellens on Monday 29 April afternoon and are welcome to
remain until Monday 6 after breakfast.
We charge £100 per head as confirmation of attendance. This is to ensure that worthy students are
not left out inappropriately, as we have had some students who having committed to the course then
failed to appear. We cover all costs related to masterclass fees, and provide accommodation and meals
during the course. Transportation costs are not covered by Hellensmusic.
REGISTRATION
In order to apply students need to fill in an online application form where they are required to include
their CV and TWO recordings of their playing in MP3 format.
The form can be accessed here: http://bit.ly/2019applicationform or through our website
http://hellensmusic.com/festival/masterclasses/
Places are limited, so we strongly encourage you to register your interest with us as soon as possible.
The deadline for applications is 28 January 2019.
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VENUE & ACCOMMODATION
VENUE
Hellensmusic takes place in Hellens, a much loved and lived-in 12th century Manor house located in
Herefordshire. It is no great stately house, but an ancient place where the watch-tower, monastery,
fortified manor and farmhouses, Tythe Barns and Georgian stable have served their purposes in turn
through the millennium. The knot and cloister gardens, a yew labyrinth, a short woodland and pond
walk all contribute to a magical environment that entrances every coming visitor.
Hellens provides an ideal setting for the Masterclass Programme. The beautiful house and the stunning
surroundings contribute to create a great atmosphere of space, freedom and conviviality during the
course.
The Festival’s heart is the fine 16th century Tythe Barn (also known as the Great Barn), with its
Steinway D concert grand. Masterclasses will take place there as well as in the music room and the
living room of the main house.
ACCOMMODATION
Students will stay in the beautifully restored Georgian Stables. The stables are equipped with
bath/shower-rooms, a communal kitchen for breakfast and tea and a central common room with a
grand piano. Main meals will be shared with musicians and staff in the main house.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Aixa Figini
General Manager
aixa@hellensmusic.com
www.hellensmusic.com
/HELLENSMUSIC
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“Amazing! One of the best experiences of my life. Solo masterclasses were absolutely fantastic. I have
learnt so much! I’m so excited to process and practice everything that I’ve learnt here.”

BIOGRAPHIES
CHRISTIAN BLACKSHAW, piano
A deeply passionate and sensitive performer, Christian Blackshaw is celebrated for the incomparable
musicianship of his performances. His playing combines tremendous emotional depth with great understanding
and, in the words of one London critic, "sheer musicality and humanity".
Following studies with Gordon Green at the Royal College Manchester and Royal Academy, London and winning
the gold medals at each, he was the first British pianist to study at the Leningrad Conservatoire with Moisei Halfin.
He later worked closely with Sir Clifford Curzon in London. Christian Blackshaw has performed with many leading
orchestras including London Philharmonic, Hallé, City of Birmingham Symphony, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic,
Royal Scottish National, BBC Philharmonic, BBC Symphony, Academy of St Martin in the Fields, St Petersburg
Philharmonic, Moscow Philharmonic, Mariinsky Orchestra, New York Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony,
Baltimore Symphony, Israel Philharmonic, Dresden Staatskapelle, Rotterdam Philharmonic and RAI Torino.
Conductors with whom he has collaborated include Sir Simon Rattle, Valery Gergiev, Gianandrea Noseda, Yuri
Temirkanov and Sir Neville Marriner.
Recent notable debuts include Berliner Philharmoniker, Tokyo and the Aldeburgh Festival. Valery Gergiev invited
him back to the White Nights Festival to perform the Mozart sonata cycle and he returned to the South Bank
International Piano Series. His hugely acclaimed Wigmore Hall Mozart sonata series concluded in early 2013 and
subsequently Wigmore Hall Live have issued Volumes One and Two of this four double CD cycle. Critics have been
unanimous in their praise, describing the “landmark” recording as “captivating” and “magical”.
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MAYA IWABUCHI, violin
Maya Iwabuchi began violin lessons at the age of two, her main influences being Professors Alice Schoenfeld and
Rodney Friend. Since her first concert at age five, Maya has enjoyed an international career as a solo violinist,
chamber musician and orchestral leader.
Her performances have taken her to major concert halls world-wide such as the Royal Festival Hall and Wigmore
Hall in London, Musikverein in Vienna, Royal Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Lincoln Centre and Carnegie Hall in
New York City, and Suntory Hall in Tokyo. Highlights for Maya as soloist include appearances with the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, New York Philharmonic and the Philharmonia Orchestra, and she has appeared in
numerous renowned music festivals such as the BBC Proms, Aldeburgh, Bath and Chichester, and the
International Musicians Seminar in Prussia Cove. The Strad has hailed her playing as 'simply brilliant' and the
Times 'gorgeous'.
A committed chamber musician, Maya has been a member of Mobius Ensemble since 2004, and she has also
collaborated with artists such as the Vellinger Quartet, Steven Isserlis and Gil Shaham.
She has been regularly invited to lead orchestras such as the Royal Philharmonic, City of Birmingham Symphony,
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Bournemouth Symphony, Ulster Orchestra, English Chamber Orchestra, Scottish
Chamber Orchestra, Orquestra Cadaqués and the John Wilson Orchestra.
After 18 distinguished years, she ended her tenure as Leader of the Philharmonia Orchestra in 2012, having led
for major conductors such as Sir Andrew Davis, Christoph von Dohnanyi, Gustavo Dudamel, Lorin Maazel,
Riccardo Muti, Gennady Rozhdestvensky, Esa-Pekka Salonen and Kurt Sanderling. Since 2011, she has devoted
her time as Leader of the Royal Scottish National Orchestra whilst taking much pleasure from a renewed life in
Scotland with her husband and many pheasants!

MARKUS DÄUNERT, violin
Markus Däunert made his Berlin recital debut with the Orchester der Komischen Oper Berlin at age of 10 and has
since pursued a career as a performer and teacher. From the age of 16, he studied at the Hochschule für Musik
Hanns Eisler Berlin. In 1993 he graduated with first class honours and won awards during his studies.
After being appointed for the position of assistant concertmaster of the Gustav Mahler Jugendorchester, he
performed under conductors like Claudio Abbado, Bernhard Haitink, Sir Simon Rattle, Kurt Masur, Herbert
Blomstedt, Ivan Fischer and Daniel Harding. Later, he founded the Mahler Chamber Orchestra with which he
performed as assistant concertmaster, guest concertmaster and soloist in all major concert halls and at festivals
over the world.
In 2008, he was engaged by the Gewandhausorchester Leipzig as leader and guest concertmaster. He is guest
leading the Scottish Chamber Orchestra and BBC Philharmonic and plays as guest with Berliner
Philharmoniker. In 2011 he founded - in cooperation with Aldeburgh Music - the ensemble Aldeburgh Strings
which he directs.
Since 2006 he teaches at the Hochschule für Musik und Darstellende Kunst, Frankfurt am Main, and also holds
masterclasses in different “Sistema” around the world. He works for institutions like the Britten Pears Young
Artists Programme, De Sono in Turin, and the Dartington International Summer School.
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MÁTÉ SZÜCS, viola
Máté Szücs was born into a musical family in Debrecen in Hungary in 1978, where he started his violin studies
with Zs. Szesztay. At the age of eleven he won the Special Prize of the Hungarian Violin Competition for Young
Artists. Not much later he won the First Prize of the Violin Competition of Szeged and the First Prize for the Best
Sonata Duo of the Hungarian chamber music Competition.
He was seventeen when he changed from the violin to the viola and graduated from the Royal Conservatory of
Brussels, and the Royal Conservatory of Flanders, with the highest distinction. Thereafter he undertook a session
at the Chapelle Musicale Reine Elisabeth in Waterloo, where he obtained his diploma with the Chapelle's highest
distinction. He later graduated from the Royal Conservatory of Antwerp again, with the Conservatory's highest
distinction.
He is a member of various chamber music groups and ensembles of which the most prestigious are Sebastian
Strings chamber orchestra, Con Spirito piano quartet, Mendelssohn ensemble, Oxalys ensemble, Trio Dor, Enigma
Ensemble and Fragments ensemble.
He has been a Solo viola player at various prestigious orchestras such as the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra of
Flanders, the Bamberger Symphoniker, the Sächsische Staatskapelle Dresden, the Frankfurt Radio Orchestra and
the Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie Bremen.
Between 2007-2009 he taught at the University of Music in Saarbrücken; and since the summer of 2006 he is
professor in residence at the Thy Chamber Music Festival in Denmark.
Since September 2011 he is Principal Viola at the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, where he has also been teaching
viola since September 2013 at the orchestra academy.

BRUNO DELEPELAIRE, cello
Bruno Delepelaire was born in France in 1989, and started playing the cello at age five. After studying under
Philippe Muller at the Paris Conservatory, he moved to Berlin in 2012 where he received training from Jens-Peter
Maintz (Berlin University of the Arts) and Ludwig Quandt (Orchestra Academy of the Berlin Philharmonic).
Bruno has received multiple awards as a soloist and chamber musician; and has been appointed first solo cellist of
the Berlin Philharmonic in November 2013. He is as well, a member of the string quartet Quatuor Cavatine, of the
Berlin Piano Quartet, and of the 12 Cellists of the Berlin Philharmonic.

MATTHEW HUNT, clarinet
One of Britain's leading clarinettists, Matthew Hunt is a distinctive musician, renowned for the vocal quality of his
playing and his ability to communicate with audiences. He holds the position of solo clarinettist with the Deutsche
Kammerphilharmonie Bremen, and is a member of the Sheffield based chamber group Ensemble 360. A very keen
chamber musician, he appears regularly with Meta4, the Chiurascuro and Elias quartets, Thomas Adès, Pekka
Kuusisto, Emily Beynon, Nicholas Altstaedt, Alina Ibragimova, and La Bande de La Loingtaine. He has also
appeared as a guest of the Berlin Philharmonic as a soloist in their series at the Berlin Philharmonie
Kammermusik Saal.
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Matthew’s plans for this season include appearances at festivals including Lockenhaus (Austria), Kaposvar
(Hungary), Kuhmo (Finland) and Charlottesville (United States), and concerto appearances with the Deutsche
Kammerphilharmonie and Paavo Jarvi, and with the Georgian Chamber Orchestra, Ingolstadt. As an orchestral
musician, Matt a regular guest principal with the Academy of St Martin in the Fields and has appeared as a guest
principal with the Concertgebouw and BBC Symphony Orchestras and the Chamber Orchestra of Europe.
Matthew's recording for ASV of Mozart's Clarinet Quintet with the Elias quartet was met with critical acclaim, with
the BBC Music Magazine hailing it with five stars as "the Benchmark recording of this much recorded work".

OLGA SITKOVETSKY, accompanist
Born in Moscow, Olga Sitkovetsky studied piano and concertmaster skills a the College of Music affiliated with the
Moscow Conservatory, and later at the St. Petersburg Conservatory. Sitkovetsky has performed as an accompanist
in numerous international violin competitions and has received numerous awards for her accompaniment.
She has also participated in the International Musical Academies in Tours (France), Kent (England) and in
summer courses in Italy and France. In 1991, Lord Menuhin invited her as an accompanist to the Yehudi Menuhin
School of Music in Surrey, England. Her work at the School from 1991-2000 has helped a number of students to
win top prizes at major international competitions. Sitkovetsky now enjoys accompanying these former students,
now accomplished musicians, in their tours all over the world. She participated in a recording celebrating Lord
Menuhin’s 80th birthday.
In July 1998, Sitkovetsky made her official American debut at the renowned Newport Music Festival in Rhode
Island. Sitkovetsky has toured extensively in Italy, Belgium, Gilbraltar, Japan, New Zealand and the United
Kingdom. She has performed in some of the most prestigious concert venues in the world including Carnegie Hall,
the Concertgebouw, the Salzburg ‘Mozarteum’ and the Vienna Konzerthaus. She has also recorded with various
artists for Angel Records/EMI Classics, Dynamic, Naxos and ASV.
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